
This has been a 
year of tremendous 
accomplishment for our 
great City of Federal 
Way. 

As the year began, 
City Council adopted 
my recommendation to 
spend $1 million and 

to apply for another $1 million grant 
from King County Conservation Futures 
toward preservation of the pristine 
wooded area on the west side of North 
Lake. At year’s end, we received the 
news that the grant had been approved. 
As mayor, I approved partnering with 
our homegrown grassroots conservation 
organization Save the Weyerhaeuser 
Campus and with the statewide 
conservation 
organization Forterra 
on this important 
effort. 

In April, the 
Violence Prevention 
Coalition Steering 
Committee (VPCSC), 
which I set up in 
2016, issued its ten 
recommendations, 
all of which were 
approved by 
City Council in 
September. 

On August 3, the Fortune 500 
healthcare company DaVita announced, 
after months of discussion with City staff, 
a new center to be built in Federal Way. 
This will provide Federal Way with over 
1,000 good-paying jobs.

On August 19, a decades-long dream 
was realized with the opening of our 
beautiful new Performing Arts & Event 
Center (PAEC), immediately to the north 
of our lovely new Town Square Park. 
The PAEC is on time and on budget with 
$24 million out of its $32 million 
cost (75%) already raised, including 
$2 million in new market tax 
credits for our City, the � rst city in 
Washington State to receive such 
credits.

In December, Police Chief Andy Hwang 
reported a ten percent reduction in 
crime compared to 2016, including a 
reduction in “quality of life” crimes like 
burglary and auto theft. Violent crime 
is down by 33 percent. Our City was 
also one of only three cities in the 
State of Washington to receive a 
federal COPS grant towards hiring 
� ve new police of� cers.

Now as we move into the month of 
January, I am reminded of Janus, the 
Roman god for whom January is named. 
Janus had one face facing backward (to 
the past) and one facing forward (to the 
future). As we review the past, we can 
simultaneously see that the future of 

Federal Way is incredibly bright.
In 2018, we will continue to work with 

our partners on conservation efforts.
We will see groundbreaking for the 

new DaVita center.
We will enhance our downtown area 

again by beginning construction of a 
new downtown hotel and an elegant 
staircase connecting Town Square Park 
to the PAEC, and by seeking to sell the 
Town Center-3 property to an interested 
developer.

With the addition of new police of� cers 
and by beginning to implement some 
of the recommendations of the VPCSC, 
we will hope to see all crime further 
reduced.

We will continue to see great business 
growth. 

We will address 
the homelessness 
crisis with both 
compassion and 
accountability. By 
partnering with 
the faith-based 
community, we 
will launch a new 
shelter for homeless 
families with 
children through our 
Homeless Mothers 
and Children 
Initiative (HMCI).

Our Quiet and Healthy Skies Task Force 
will release its report, enabling the City 
to move forward on its efforts to address 
the effects of increased air travel on 
Federal Way. 

In the Fall, our University Initiative--a 
unique partnership between Highline 
College, University of Washington-
Tacoma, Federal Way Public Schools, 
and the City of Federal Way—will start 
offering college classes in Federal Way. 

We will craft a balanced and � scally 
responsible budget, while making sure 
we provide top-notch service to our 
community.

We will soon see a Sound Transit light 
rail station right in downtown Federal 
Way.

Our City has a history of beautiful parks 
and neighborhoods and strong families. 
Now we are becoming a “destination 
city”, fully capitalizing on our great 
location within a pivotal region in the 
country, between two seaports and two 
centers of commerce, straddling the 
major west coast thoroughfare.

As we stop to look back---and 
forward, here’s to a happy, healthy, 
blessed 2018.

Jim Ferrell, 
Federal Way Mayor

Looking back—and forward!
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